[Neuroleptic malignant syndrome in the elderly: description of 4 patients].
The neuroleptic malignant syndrome is a fulminant, life-threatening reaction to neuroleptic medication. It is characterized by fever, rigidity, autonomic disfunction and fluctuating consciousness. Usually described in young adults with psychiatry illnesses, its presentation in an elderly population has received scant attention in medical literature. We describe the clinics and evolutive characteristics of 4 cases of this syndrome in elderly which a mean age of 78 years. We emphasise about the existence of a brain organic illness with dementia as a predisposing factor, and the correct evolution of the showed cases in probably relation with measures and drug therapy.